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Preface for the special issue on “Functional pavement
materials and characterization”With the ever increasing demand for the riding quality and
long service life of the pavement, more and more researches
were focused on the functional pavement both in Europe and
China. The Chair and Institute of Highway Engineering at the
RWTH Aachen University in cooperation with the Southeast
University and the Harbin Institute of Technology, China,
launched the 3rd ChinaeEurope Workshop on Functional
Pavement in August 6e8, 2014, in Aachen, Germany. The
workshop attracted more than 120 participants from 10
countries and provided 37 high levels of academic reports. The
14 research institutions from European Universities and 7
Universities from China as well as 12 construction companies
and administrations took part in this workshop. The presen-
tation topics covered Modeling TypeePavement Interaction,
Skid Resistance and Road Texture, Bitumen Microstructure,
Pavement Performance, Skid Resistance and Traffic Safety,
Noise Emission, Evenness and Driving Comfort, Environment,
and Innovations studies et al. The workshop obtained a great
success.
After the workshop, the organizers selected some repre-
sentative papers in Functional Pavement research fields and
got a good link with Journal of Traffic and Transportation
Engineering (English Edition). Both side agreed to publish a
special issue with the topic of “Functional Pavement Materials
and Characterization”. This special issue has 11 papers, which
covers the Noise Emission, Road Evenness, Skid Resistance,
Materials Characterization, Numerical Simulation, Pavement
Evaluation et al. The guest editors would like to see to broaden
and continue the academic influence of the workshop, and
provide some beneficial references for the peers and readers
in the further study.
The guest editors of this special issue appreciated the chief
editor and staff in the editorial office of the Journal of Traffic
and Transportation Engineering (English Edition) for their
assistance during the course of organizing and publishing this
special issue. Furthermore, the guest editors would also like toPeer review under responsibility of Periodical Offices of Chang’an Uthank the dedicated reviewers who contributed their valuable
time and participated in the manuscript review process.
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